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The State Climatologisis an amual report of the activities of the members of the
American Association of State Climatologists. It has been a pleasure to duitts of
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alsoextending intcearly 210).

We would like to express appreciation to all of the state climate offices, regional climate
centers, AASC partners and others who contr.i
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AASC

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF STATE CLIMATOLOGISTS

Summer, 2010

Dear Fellow Climatologist®artners and Friends of the AASC,

It is my great pleasure to share the following annual climate reports with you. This
document outlines and highlights the broad spectrum of work done across the country.
Our offices, institutions and responsibilitiesfdif from place to place across the country

just like the climate differs; yet we are similar in our goals to teach, to share and to lead.
Despite budget cuts in many states, furloughs in others, and other handicaps brought on
by our the recent global ecoma crisis, State Climate Offices continue to work
creatively, skillfully and passionately to meet the climate information needs of our
respective states. Knowing the relatively small amount of funding available at the state
level in so many states, it@nazing to see what we are able to accomplish.

It is truly an honor to be a part of this fine organizatiothe American Association of
State Climatologists. Please contact any or all of us to learn more about our efforts and
their important impacts d@he state and local level.

Sincerely,

e T e

Nolan J. Doesken
State Climatologis(Coloradg
OutgoingPresident, American Association of State Climatologists



About the American Association of State Climatologists

The American Association of S&atClimatologists (AASC) is a professional scientific
organization composed of state climatologists (one per state), directors of the six
Regional Climate Centers and associate members who are persons interested in the goals
and activities of the Associatio State Climatologists are individuals who have been
identified by a state entity as the state's climatologist and who are also recognized by the
Director of the National Climatic Data Center of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration as thetate climatologist of a particular state.

State Climatologists currently exist in 47 states and Puerto Rico. They are typically either
employees of state agencies or are staff members of-sstpp@rted universities.
Associate members may be assistartestimatologists or other climatologists under the
employ of the state climatologist, representatives of federal climate agencies, retired state
climatologists, or others interested in climate services. The total membership of the
Association is approxintaly 150. For more info, see

http://lwf.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/climate/stateclimatologists.html

ARSCO

A state climate office may gain status as the AAS€tognized State Climate @#
(ARSCO) by providing:

1. A document detailing current and planned activities meeting ARSCO
requirements;

2. A letter of support from the stateos
3. A letter of support from at least one National Weather Service Rbvr@fce

serving the state.

Candidate offices must demonstrate the following capabilities:
1 Communication capabilities the office must be able to communicate with its
clientele via multiple media, including telephone, Internet, maim&il, and fax;
1 Information services the office must be capable of providing a range of data and
information;
Researcli the office must conduct research on climate and human activities;
Outreachi the office should design products and services for education, climate
information, awareness, and the media;
1 Monitoring and assessmeritsmonitoring climate conditions, evaluating future
impacts, and providing historical context to events are activities conducted by
ARSCOs.

= =

Upon receipt of the materials and approval of the SA%&xecutive Board, a
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with the National Climatic Data Center shall be
issued. Currently, 38states have received ARSCO status.
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L. Dean Bark Obituary

L. Dean Bark

MANHATTAN - L. Dean Bark, 84, died Tuesday, May 4, 2010 at Meddrk
retirement community in Manhattan. Professor Bark was-ye48 member of the faculty

of the Department of Physics of Kansas State University where he was Professor of
Climatology from 1967 until his retirement in 1999. He was named Professor &svarit

his retirement. He joined the KSU staff as an Associate Professor of Physics in 1956 and
was the Acting State Climatologist for Kansas from 12%90. Professor Bark earned

his doctorate from Rutgers University in 1954 and then worked as a Biodbgiatoat

the U.S. Weather Bureau in Washington D.C. in 1955. He was an Army veteran of World
War Il and was awarded the Purple Heart after being wounded near Strasbourg, France.
Professor Bark was born March 18, 1926, at Chanute, the son of Reubenr@sEésia

Bark. He graduated from Chanute High School and attended Neosho Community College
and Kansas University. He earned B.S. and M.S. degrees from the University of Chicago
in 1948 and 1950, respectively. He was a member of numerous honorary ansigmafes
societies and had many publications to his credit. Following his retirement, Professor
Bark contributed many hours of community service in assisting senior citizens in the
preparation of their IRS tax returns and at the Manhattan Public libraepairing audio

tape players. He was married to Donna on August 22, 1964 at Manhattan. Survivors
include three sons, Steven Bark, Lenexa, Kansas; Stanley Bark,-fZes@eligny,
Switzerland and Stuart Bark, Dallas, Texas, four grandchildren and threé grea
grandchildren. Professor Bark was preceded in death by his parents, one brother Chet,
and one grandson, Andrew Worthington Bark. Funeral services will be at 2 p.m., Friday,
May 7 at the St. Paul Episcopal Church at 601 Poyntz Avenue, Manhattan, with The
Reverend Thomas D. Miles officiating. Cremation will follow the service with inurnment
will be at a later date in Sunsetn@dery in Manhattan, KS. Online condolences may be
left for the family through the funeral home website vatw.ymlfuneralhome.com
Memorial contributions may be made to Meadowlark Hills Good Samaritan Fund.
Contributions may be left in care of the YorgenségloanLondeen Funeral Home,
1616 Poyntz Avenue, Manhattan, KS 66502.

Published in ©peka Capitalournal on May 6, 2010
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2009SUMMARY OF THE UNITED STATES CLIMATE

Compiled from reports by the National Climatic Data Center

Editor's note: The following report is preliminary. idl version will replace this initial
versionaround the end of July.

National Temperatures

Based on data from January through December, the average annual temperature for the
contiguous U.S. was 53.1 degrees F (11.7 degrees C), which is 0.3 degrees F (0.2 degrees
C) above the ZDCentury average.

As with most seasons, winter December
February 200809 featured regional

variations in temperature, but the overall Winter 2008/2009
National Climatic Data Center/NESDIS/NOAA

average temperature for the contiguous
United States was officially "neamormal”,

or within the middle third of historic winter
temperatues. The season was the 40
warmest such period on record (1896
2009), with abovenormal temperatures
across parts of the South and Southwest.
Both the Central and East North Central Temperature
regions experienced cooldrannormal 1 Coudest {
temperatures during the numed. The = B OO0 B .
monthly variations are illustrated in the  geos o geow  wer e e fsors
statewide rank maps for  December, o o
January, and February.






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































